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Can their strength he compar'd to Locke, Newton, and  Boyle?
Let them rally their heroes, send forth all their pow'rs,
Their verse-men and prose-men, then match them  with ours !
First Shakspeare and Milton1, like gods in the li^hl,
Have put their whole drama and epirk to (lijdil ;
In satires, epistles, and odes, would they cope,
Their numbers retreat before '.Dryden und .Pope ;
And Johnson, well arm'd like a hero of yore,
Has beat forty French", and will heat forty mure!'
Johnson this year gave at once a proof of his lieiU'Volenn1, quickness of apprehension, and admirable: url of eoinpiiMlimi, in the assistance which he gave to Mr. Xaehariah Willi; mis father of the blind lady whom he had humanely received under his roof. Mr. Williams had followed the profession of phy-iirk in Wales; but having- a very .strong propensity to llu* stiuly of natural philosophy, had made many ingenious advances towards a discovery of the longitude, and repaired lo London in hopes of obtaining the great parliamentary reward1. 1 It-failed of success; but Johnson having made himself inasU-r ol" his principles and experiments, wrote for him a pamphlet, published in quarto, with the following title : .-/// Affvtinl <•/' an Attempt to ascertain the Longitude at .S'<v, in1 an ccti,f Theory of the Variation of the Magnct'tail Ncatls; with ,,
' In the original, ' Milton and Shakespeare.'
= The number of the French Academy employed in settling their language. HoSWKU..
3 The maximum reward offered hy a bill passed in 1714 was ,£20,000 for a method that determined the longitude at sea to half a degree, of a great circle, or thirty geographical miles. For less accuracy smaller rewards were offered. Ami. Jfffff. viii. I r<|. In 1765 John Harrison received .£7,500 for his chronometer; lie had previously been paid ,£2,500 j /'//. 128. In this Act of Parliament 'the legislature never contemplated the invention of a method, but only of the means of making existing methods
accurate.' J'I'HHV f.Vi/". \iv. I i'i-An old MM liuiiu; in.in ttinir in Swift lliiit lie hail li'iinil mil lln-longitude. The I lean rc-plml Mli.il hi; ni'vcr knew luil i\vn pinfi'i Infj, line of wliiilii I'uiiifd hiiitM-ll .uul In i family, and tin* other IIHHK«'*| Itiih Hull"; nntl tli-hircil him in tlrMM li'ii OIK; or nilu-r niighi liajijivn i«i him.' Hwift's ll'arkf (iKti.O, xvii. i$y. In S/tii Stan/is to Ciinqn/f (Acl i, »c. 4), when Tony cuds hi^ tlirci linui i«i thu travc'llt'i-H hy icllinn ihc-ui, 'comintt let die rarinc-r's ham v"> art; to turn to the i'i|;lil, ami llini in thu left, and Ilicn to llic n;;lii .ihuut ajfain, till you find out ihf «ld mill ;" Marlow I'xcliiiins : 'Xoiinds, man! w« could an soon find mil tlic |nii|;iiiii|i-,'
A/M-
.Jt my    life  lias been lost under the pressures of disease;  much has been trifled away; and much has always been spent in provision for the day that was passing over  me.'     In   his   fine  Latin poem luwfli aeavrAv 'he has left,' says Mr. Murphy (Life, p. 82), ' a picture
